
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we prepare to engage in small group 

discussion, please consider the following 

agreements: 

Shared Commitments in  

Conversation 

 Assume positive intentions 

 Treat each other with dignity and 

respect 

 Be genuine with each other and con-

structive in offering ideas, perspec-

tives and feelings 

 Listen attentively to seek understand-

ing, not necessarily agreement 

 It is everyone’s responsibility to be 

sure no one person dominates the 

conversation and that everyone per-

son who wishes has a chance to 

speak 

 Stay with the questions 

 Speak for yourself, not someone else 

 Agree not to cross talk or start side 

conversations 

 Recognize you are part of something 

larger 

 Commit to the whole, not just your 

piece 

  

The God revealed in the death and  

resurrection of Christ is beyond our  

human capacity to name or fully  

describe. Still, we must use words to pray 

and praise – and our experience of God is 

affected by the language we use. In our 

synod’s shared worship services, we seek 

to intentionally use language for God 

that expands rather than limits our  

understanding of God’s incomprehensi-

ble mystery. In particular, we will  

broaden our language beyond primarily 

male images, affirming – if both male 

and female are created in God’s image – 

metaphors and images from women’s 

lives are important to speak of God in all 

God’s fullness. 

 

 

 

Reproduced by permission of  

Augsburg Fortress, license #SAS025959. 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer of Jesus, Copyright ©2007 

Benedictine Women of Madison, Holy 

Wisdom Monastery, Madison, Wisconsin  

 

Translators can choose to interpret the 

language quite literally, or choose to lean 

harder on the intent of the original  

language.  Either strategy has  

shortcomings and benefits.  This  

translation of the prayer Jesus taught us 

chooses the latter strategy. What new 

perspective do you gain from the choices 

made? 

 

Communion will be served by intinction at 

five stations.  The ushers will guide you. 

 

From Palestine/Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering Reflection and Kyrie for Ministerium Worship, October 27, 2016 

Voice 1 We come to this day with our unique stories and experiences. We bring 
our wisdom and ignorance, our openness and our blinders. 

Voice 2 We come – placing our whole selves before God – trusting God’s mercy to 
heal and transform us.  

Together God in your mercy, hear our prayer.   

SILENCE   KYRIE  

Voice 1 I see the faces of women tired to the bone. I see a woman who works for 
minimum wage and remember - 2/3’s of all minimum wage jobs are held 
by women. After work, I see her care for her elderly mother – a lonely job 
since her brothers say caregiving is woman’s work. I see her weary face 
and I remember that women still earn less than men - and spend 2 hours 
more each day on the unpaid work of housekeeping and caregiving.  

Voice 2 I see faces filled with fear: a young college woman sees her rapist across 
campus and wonders if he’ll ever be held accountable. A co-worker with 
fresh bruises and new excuses, who like 40 percent of abused women is 
too afraid to report her abuser. I recoil thinking about violence against 
women, the female-selective abortions, stonings, sex trafficking.   

Together God in your mercy, hear our prayer.   

SILENCE   KYRIE  

Voice 3 I hear the stories on TV – images and messages telling girls that their 
value lies in their youth, their bodies, their beauty – not in their intellect 
and talents. I hear the stories of anorexia, depression, and anxiety. 

Voice 4 I hear the stories of young boys struggling with what it means to grow into 
real men. I hear the father tell his son to stop crying; to toughen up. And 
then I hear about those tough teenage boys who’ve lost the ability to name 
their emotions; who struggle with anger and violence; and their risk for 
suicide.  

Together God in your mercy, hear our prayer.   

SILENCE   KYRIE  

Voice 5 I hear about the shattering of glass ceilings. Even so, I read only 7 percent 
of heads of state are women; fewer than 5% of Fortune 500 CEOS are 
women; only seven percent of film directors are female. And, though 
women serve faithfully as pastors in our church, only 15 percent of 
bishops are women, only 20 percent of senior pastors.   

Voice 6 I watch God’s people, the church, gather at the baptismal font – a baby girl 
is baptized as her older brother looks on. Both children bear the very 
image of God, but the worship service includes only male and neutral 
images for God. I wonder, “would it be so surprising if this baby girl were 
to struggle more than her brother in seeing herself as a reflection of the 
divine?” 

Together God in your mercy, hear our prayer.   

SILENCE   KYRIE  


