Report on prior year in preparation for MAS 2016 Assembly

For the Coming Home Collaborative,

convened by Amy Blumenshine in 2005

Vision: Society understands the moral and spiritual wounding of war and provides pathways of healing to veterans and their families.

Mission: Congregations recognize and use their power to help veterans and their families heal from war, including moral and spiritual wounds.

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church--Minneapolis supports this ministry through office and event space and resources. Diaconal Minister Amy Blumenshine seeks to raise awareness on the suffering of veterans and their families through a variety of venues.  In 2015, she spoke to congregations, hospice workers, county government workers, and colleges. The Vets Ministry Roundtable (VMRT) lunches provide an opportunity for anyone involved in ministry with veterans and their families to network and hear a speaker on best practices. CHC has presented six roundtables since the 2015 synod assembly. The CHC supports holding Healing of Memories workshops, actively collaborating with that team in providing a specialized weekend for veterans to deal with troubled memories. In the last year in particular, Amy provided many memos and background work to support the implementation of the RC2015-9, which encourages the synod to engage in soul-searching over the consequences of responding to violence with greater violence.
Notable activities:

· Buddy Winn, chaplain of MN NG, May VMRT (Vets Ministry Roundtable)
· Our Lady of Peace hospice  June 2015

· Fr. Michael Lapsley, Healing of Memories

Sept.VMRT  and Peace forum at Central Lutheran
· Hennepin County Govt Center , October 2015 Employee training
· Paul Riedner, Veterans Resilience Project, Moral injury and EMDR, Nov. VMRT

· Kathy Vitalis, MN Assistance Council for Veterans,Vets homelessness, January VMRT 2016
· Summary paper on moral injury for Presbyterians on the Church and Moral Injury

· 2016 Beginning emphasis on sexualized violence (Showed two documentaries and plan for service of Lament)

· Planning for the Voices conference on Moral Injury featuring Rita Nakashima Brock. 
· Promoting the implementation of  RC2011-2 on Youth discernment 
· Encouraging the PwJ Peace Forums and Wednesday People of Faith Peacemakers  to soul-search on the consequences of responding to violence with more violence.
"Veterans are the light at the tip of the candle, illuminating the way for the whole nation. If veterans can achieve awareness, transformation, understanding, and peace, they can share with the rest of society the realities of war. And they can teach us how to make peace with ourselves and each other, so we never have to use violence to resolve conflicts again". Thich Nhat Hanh


