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1 In the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, there are two lists of professional ministers 
called within the church. These lists are called rosters. Pastors are ordained to the Ministry of 
Word and Sacrament. Deacons are consecrated to the Ministry of Word and Service.  

http://mpls-synod.org/press/
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https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/604.201
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2 Ecclesiastical call refers to the administered call by congregations or synods of the ELCA for each professional 
minister of this church. 
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http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Constitutions_Bylaws_and_Continuing_Resolutions_of_the_ELCA.pdf
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Definitions_and_Guidelines_2014.pdf
http://www.mpls-synod.org/
http://www.mpls-synod.org/
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Leadership/Vocation-Become-a-Leader/Report-Misconduct
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Leadership/Vocation-Become-a-Leader/Report-Misconduct
http://mpls-synod.org/
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3 ELCA Constitution 20.21.04   When there are indications that a cause for discipline may exist and before charges 
are made, efforts shall be made by the bishop of the synod to resolve the situation by consultation; for assistance 
in these efforts, the bishop may utilize either a consultation panel or an advisory panel as herein provided:  

a. When requested by the synodical bishop, a consultation panel consisting of five persons (three 
ministers of Word and Sacrament and two laypersons) appointed from the members of the Consultation 
Committee of the synod by the synodical bishop, or, at the request of the synodical bishop, by the Synod Council’s 
Executive Committee or other committee authorized to do so by the Synod Council, shall assist the synodical 
bishop in efforts to resolve a situation by consultation.  
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b. When requested by the synodical bishop, an advisory panel consisting of five persons (three ministers 

of Word and Sacrament and two laypersons) appointed by the synodical bishop shall assist the synodical bishop in 
efforts to resolve a situation by consultation. 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Constitutions_Bylaws_and_Continuing_Resolutions_of_the_ELCA.pdf
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Constitutions_Bylaws_and_Continuing_Resolutions_of_the_ELCA.pdf
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Constitutions_Bylaws_and_Continuing_Resolutions_of_the_ELCA.pdf
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4 Faith Trust Institute, Clergy Misconduct: Sexual Abuse in the Ministerial Relationship 

https://www.faithtrustinstitute.org/
https://www.faithtrustinstitute.org/
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